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PURPOSE: The Department of Health and
Senior Services makes payments to appropri-
ate medical providers to cover the cost of the
comprehensive eye examination of first and
third grade children not covered by insurance
who fail public school vision screenings.
This rule establishes the criteria by which
comprehensive eye examination costs are
paid.

(1) Beginning July 1, 2008, and continuing
through the 2010–2011 school year unless
extended by act of the general assembly, all
public school districts shall conduct a vision
screening by methods approved by the Chil-
dren’s Vision Commission for each student
before the completion of first and third grade.
The school district shall notify the parent or
guardian of any child failing the vision
screening, and propose that the student
receive a comprehensive eye examination
from an optometrist or physician.

(2) Subject to appropriation of funds and the
cost cap set out in section 192.935, RSMo,
the Blindness Education, Screening, and
Treatment (BEST) Program fund shall cover
the cost of vision examinations under section
167.195, RSMo, that are not covered by
existing public health insurance provided that
the cost of the examination does not exceed
the allowable state MO HealthNet reimburse-
ment amount for eye examinations.

(3) Prior to the beginning of the school year,
vouchers for payment out of the BEST Pro-
gram fund shall be distributed by the Mis-
souri Department of Health and Senior Ser-
vices to public school districts based on the
following methodology: 

(A) Calculating the number of children in
first and third grade by school district;

(B) Calculating the number of children
who are likely to fail the screening and
require a comprehensive eye examination
based on the most current estimates by the
American Academy of Pediatrics;

(C) Excluding number of the children who
are eligible for MO HealthNet;

(D) Calculating the number of children in
each school district eligible for assistance
based on the most current estimates from

Missouri Kids Count of children with no
insurance and no vision insurance; and

(E) Dividing the total funds by the MO
HealthNet reimbursement rate to determine
the total number of exams to be reimbursed.

(4) At the time the school proposes that the
student receive a comprehensive eye exami-
nation, the school district shall evaluate
whether the child meets the qualifications in
section (5) of this rule and, if so, may give
the parent or guardian a voucher that may be
used to cover the cost of the child’s eye exam-
ination, if a voucher is available.

(5) To qualify for coverage under the BEST
Program fund, a child must:

(A) Be enrolled in public schools in grades
one or three;

(B) Have failed a vision screening provid-
ed by a public school in accordance with the
standardized screening methods provided by
the Children’s Vision Commission;

(C) Need a comprehensive eye examination
performed by a licensed optometrist or physi-
cian, as proposed by the school district;

(D) Lack any other means of insurance to
provide payment for a comprehensive eye
examination, as verified by the parent or
guardian of the student to the school district,
and be documented in writing in the child’s
file; and

(E) Be a legal resident of the state of Mis-
souri.

(6) To receive payment out of the BEST Pro-
gram fund, an optometrist or physician who
performs a comprehensive eye examination
on a child based upon issuance of a voucher
by a public school district shall complete the
Missouri Eye Examination Form for School,
included herein, and submit the form and
voucher to the public school district. The
public school district shall forward the vouch-
er and an invoice listing the voucher number
on the school district’s letterhead to the
Department of Health and Senior Services,
Attention: School Vision Program, PO Box
670, Jefferson City, MO 65102, no later than
the last day of February of the school year in
which the examination was performed in
order to receive reimbursement.

(7) Vouchers allocated to the school districts
that have not been distributed by the last day
of February of each school year shall be
returned to the Department of Health and
Senior Services for reallocation to other
school districts.

(8) Vouchers will have an expiration date of
June 30 of each year. 
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AUTHORITY: sections 167.195 and 192.935,
RSMo Supp. 2008.* Emergency rule filed
Jan. 9, 2009, effective Jan. 19, 2009, expired
July 17, 2009. Original rule filed Jan. 9,
2009, effective Aug. 30, 2009.

*Original authority: 167.195, RSMo 2007 and 192.935,
RSMo 2000, amended 2007.
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