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Slavery in Missouri dates back to the 1720s when slaves were forced to

work in lead mines south of St. Louis. While both American Indians and
African Americans were enslaved in the 18th century, the state outlawed \‘
the enslavement of American Indian people in 1834.

Missouri’s request for statehood in 1820 sparked a heated debate over
whether slavery would be allowed in new states and territories. Speaker of
the U. S. House of Representatives Henry Clay of Kentucky helped to
bring about a compromise that allowed Missouri to be admitted to the
Union as a slave state while allowing Maine to enter as a free state. The
Missouri Compromise also prohibited slavery in any remaining portion of
the Louisiana Purchase that was located north of 36° 30 ' latitude, the line
that marked Missouri’s southern border.
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