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Clark’s New Sectional Map of Missouri, 1860.
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Missouri Governor Claiborne Fox Jackson.
Missouri State Archives

In his 1860 campaign for Governor, Claiborne Fox Jackson cast himself
as a middle-of-the-road Democrat on the issue of slavery. After his
election, Jackson let it be known that while he supported the preservation o
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upon the transplantation into their midst of thousands of
Federal officeholders, exerting their influence, and the in-

hasty, has not the occasion been extraordinary? I do not
stand here to justify or condemn the action of South Caro-

of the Union, he could only do so if the North and South had equal input
in determining whether slavery would be allowed in new territories. In
his inaugural address, Jackson said that he believed Missouri’s interests
were best served by supporting its Southern neighbors.

HARPER'S WEEKLY.

[Jaxvany 7, 1860,

SOUTH

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
Juxvany 3, 1861
From the Journal of the Senate, pp. $6-64

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives:

Assuming in your presence the office of Chief Executive
Magistrate of the State, at a period when our whole country
is in a condition of gloomy apprehension, I enter upon the
discharge of the trust with which the people of Missouri have,
honored me, with deep convictions of its responsibility. In-
voking the aid of that Almighty Being who has hitherto
conducted us through perils of no ordinary kind, I can only
promise o bring to the post assigned to me an honest de-
votion to my State, the Constitution of the United States,
and to that Union which the Constitution was designed to
perpetuate. My chief dependence, in hoping to accom-
plish anything promotive of the prosperity and security of
the State, and contributory to an honorable, peaceful and
satisfactory adjustment of our Federal relations, is upon the
Representatives of the people, whom I meet here to-day.
You, gentlemen, are here to pronounce the will of the people
of Missouri; and it will be my pleasure, as it is my duty, to
cooperate with you in the preparation and exceution of such
measures as will, in your judgment, advance the interest
and sustain the honor of our State.

No man, who has observed the progress of events for
many years past, could fail to perceive the approach of the
crisis which is now upon us. Events have been tending in
this direction, steadily but perceptibly; and if the present
alarming disorganization of the government and dangerous
division of the people are unexpected, it must be because
the observer has labored under a lamentable misunder-
standing of the nature of our government, and a fatal mis-
conception of the character of our people. Upon questions

fluence of their position, to break down the established social
system of these States? Are these apprehensions diminished
in the border States of the South and South-West, where a
nucleus for accessions to abolitionism already exists, when
the allurements of official station are to be the premium for
treachery to their social and domestic policy? Such a con-
dition of things is incompatible with the stability of any
government, unless invested with the power and the will
to sustain itself by the sword. It requires no extraordinary
sensibility to injustice—no peculiar foresight to approaching
danger—to be aroused at the approach of perils so apparent
that the instinct of self-preservation, alone, is sufficient to
warn against permitting their further advance.

Accordingly, we find the result of the recent Presiden-
tial election has already produced its natural effects. Through
out the entire slaveholding States of the Union, from Florida
to Missouri, a feeling of discontent and alarm has mani-
fested itself, more or less violent from the imminence of the
danger, and the extent of the interest at stake. The cotton-
growing States of the South, having a larger and more vital
interest in jeopardy than the border States, are the first to
awaken to a sense of insecurity. The sagacious Southern
statesman is fully aware that his section, although necessa-
tily the last victim, will be the greatest sufferer that when
the outposts yield, the citadel will not long afford safety.
With them, the alternative is the maintenance of that insti-
tution which the Crown of Great Britain forced upon their
ancestors, or the conversion of their homes into desert
wastes. With them, it is not a mere question of property,
but what to them is dearer than property or life—their duty
and honor are involved.

It has been said to be quite casy to bear the calamities
of our neighbors with philosophical equanimity. Let us
not illustrate this maxim by eriticising the precipitancy of
the South. They are not the aggressors. They only ask
to be let alone. If some have regarded their action as

lina, who has already withdrawn her allegiance to the Fed-
eral Government. She is a gallant State, and will not for-
feit that renown which a long list of distinguished dead has
conferred on her history. When she unrolls that list—
when she points to her Marions and Sumpters and Jaspers
and Moultrics and Laurenses and M’Donalds—her Pinck-
neys and Rutledges and Middletons—her Lowndes and
Chevises and McDuffies and Hamiltons—her Haynes and
Legares and Prestons and Butlers—and 1o that pre-eminent
statesmen who divided the public esteem with Webster
and Clay—her sister States, blessed with larger and more
fertile territory, may well covet the glory of having given
birth to such citizens, and may, at least, safely leave the
honor of the State in the hands of their descendants. If
South Carolina has acted in advance, let not her error lead
to the more fatal one of an attempt at coercion.

The destiny of the slaveholding States of this Union is
one and the same. So long as a State continues to main-
tain slavery within her limits, it is impossible to separate her
fate from that of her sister States who have the same social
organization. This decree of nature and necessity impresses
itself upon the understanding without the aids of argument
of illustration, and will not lose its force by any mutations
to which our Federal Government may be subjected. In
the event of a failure to reconcile the conflicting interests
which now threaten the disruption of the existing Union,
interest and sympathy alike combine to unite the fortunes
of all the slaveholding States. The identity, rather than
the similarity, of their domestic institutions—their political
principles and party usages—their common origin, pursuits,
tastes, manners and customs—their territorial contiguity
and intercommercial relations—all contribute to bind to-
gether in one brotherhood the States of the South and South-
West. Missouri will not be found to shrink from the duty
which her position upon the border imposes; her honor, her
interests, and her sympathies point alike in one direction,

of policy or expediency, no nation has exhibited a readier

Excerpts from Claiborne Fox Jackson’s Inaugural Address,

January 3, 1860, from Messages and Proclamations of the Governors, volume II1.
Missouri State Archives

"Missouri will not be found to shrink from the duty, which
her position of the border imposes; her honor, interests, and
her sympathies point alike in one direction, and determine
her to stand by the South."

Harper s Weekly
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MISTRESS COLUMBIA, WHO HAS BEEN TAKING A NAP, SUDDENLY WAKES UP AND CALLS HER NOISY SCHOLARS TO ORDER.

As Southern states began to secede from the Union in December 1860, Missouri’s
General Assembly called for a state convention to decide which path the state
should follow. When Missourians met to select delegates for the convention, they
overwhelmingly chose those who were dedicated to preserving the Union. Meeting
in St. Louis in February 1861, the convention delegates cautiously kept an eye on
the neighboring slave states of Tennessee, Kentucky, and Arkansas, which had not
yet abandoned the Union. After 18 days of meetings, the delegates determined that
there was no reason for Missouri to leave the Union, but agreed to meet again
should conditions change.

In the meantime, U. S. Congressman Frank Blair and Army captain Nathaniel Lyon
began to muster a pro-Union military force. They also secured the Federal
munitions arsenal in St. Louis to keep it from falling into the hands of the
pro-Southern state militia.
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STATE CONVENTION,

OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MIs-
APPROVED JANUARY 21, 1801,

An Act to Provide for Calling a State Convention,
January 21, 1861

Missouri State Archives
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Above: Rules for the Government of a State Convention.

Below: Draft Resolutions for the State Convention of 1861.
Missouri State Archives
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_"No act, ordinance, or resolution of said
Convention shall be deemed to be valid to
change or dissolve the political relations
of the State to the Government of the United
States, or any other State, until a majority of
the qualified voters of the State, voting upon
the question, shall ratify the same."
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