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The dramatic effect of the Iron Clad Oath can be seen in Missouri election results,
like those shown below from Boone County, a Democratic stronghold. The results
from August 1860 (/eff) show that about 2,600 voters went to the polls in the general
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The “Iron Clad Oath”
Article 2, Section 3 of the Constitution of 1865:

IIl. At any election held by the people under this constitution, or in pursuance of

any law of this state, or under any ordinance or by-law of any municipal corporation,
no person shall be deemed a qualified voter, who has ever been in armed hostility to
the United States, or to the lawful authorities thereof; or to the government of this
state, or has ever given aid, comfort, countenance, or support to persons engaged in
any such hostility; or has ever, in any manner, adhered to the enemies, foreign or
domestic, of the United States, either by contributing to them, or by unlawfully sending

within their lines money, goods, letters or information; or has ever disloyally held

communication with such enemies, or has ever advised, or aided any person to enter
the service of such enemies, or has ever, by act or word, manifested his adherence to
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Etching after a painting by George Caleb Bingham, Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Missouri - Columbia
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